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As the core principle of GATT/WTO, the principle of most-favored-nation 
(MFN) treatment is generally applicable to all areas of multilateral trade negotiations. 
But there are also some exceptions to the principle, a major one is about regional 
trade agreements. The purpose of this paper is to analyze why should regional trade 
agreements be an exception of the principle of MFN treatment, what impact regional 
trade agreements brought in the absence of the MFN principle, and how to avoid 
negative effects. 
While the objective of WTO is to encourage multilateral trade liberalization, 
regional trade agreement is a kind of more radical but partial trade liberalization. To 
include regional trade agreements into the framework of the WTO rules, there are 
two options. One is to make it still applicable to the principle of the MFN treatment, 
the other one is to allow it to be an exception of the principle of MFN treatment. In 
fact, regional trade agreements become an exception. Why should it be an exception? 
To answer this question, this paper first analyzes what problem will be caused if 
regional trade agreements apply to the principle of MFN treatment. It’s found that 
serious free-rider problem will be caused, which is costly for the countries launching 
regional trade agreements. Therefore, it would make the countries abandon the 
efforts to establish regional trade agreements, which is not consistent with the 
objective of the WTO. In order to avoid such problem, regional trade agreements are 
permitted to be an exception. 
As an exception to the principle of MFN treatment, regional trade agreements 
avoid the free-rider problem. But at the same time, it strengthens the bilateral 
opportunism problem. On the one hand, bilateral opportunism can work as a 
believable threat to promote the multilateral negotiations. On the other hand, it will 
make the bilateral negotiations inefficient. How to solve the bilateral opportunism 
problem? The occurred bilateral opportunism problem can be restricted with the 














clause. But to totally avoid this problem, some special restrictions must be satisfied. 
WTO included regional trade agreements into its framework as an exception to 
the principle of MFN treatment, while at the same time, some provisions were 
established to ensure such agreements compatible with the rules-based world trade 
system. This, to some extent, proved the rationality and completeness of the WTO 
rules. 
 























第一章 导论 ..............................................................................................1 
1.1 选题的背景与研究目的 .................................................................................1 
1.2 国内外研究的现状 .........................................................................................2 
1.3 研究方法 .........................................................................................................4 
1.4 结构安排 .........................................................................................................4 
第二章 最惠国待遇原则的内涵 ..............................................................6 
2.1 最惠国待遇的定义及其历史渊源.................................................................6 
2.2 最惠国待遇原则的普遍适用性.....................................................................8 
2.3 最惠国待遇原则的作用 .................................................................................9 
第三章 区域贸易协定的规定 ............................................................... 14 









































Table of Contents 
Chapter1 Introduction .............................................................................1 
Section1 The Background and Purpose of this Paper........................................1 
Section2 The Current Study Situation in the Domestic and Foreign................2 
Section3 The Methodology of this Paper.............................................................4 
Section4 The Structure of this Paper ...................................................................4 
Chapter2 The Connotation of the Principle of MFN Treatment .........6 
Section1 The Definition of the MFN Treatment and its Historical Origins .....6 
Section2 The Universal Applicability of the Principle of MFN Treatment ......8 
Section3 The Effects of the Principle of MFN Treatment..................................9 
Chapter3 The Provisions of RTAs ....................................................... 14 
Section1 The Definition of RTAs ........................................................................14 
Section2 The Origins and Evolution of RTAs ...................................................14 
Section3 The Specific Provisions of RTAs .........................................................17 
Section4 RTAs as an Exception to the Principle of MFN Treatment ............19 
Chapter4 Why Should RTAs be an Exception of the Principle of the 
MFN Treatment ..................................................................................... 21 
Section1 Why to Include RTAs into the Framework of WTO Rules ..............21 
Section2 Why Should RTAs be an Exception of the Principle of MFN 
Treatment........................................................................................................22 
Section3 RTAs Avoid the Free-Rider Problem..................................................27 
Chapter5 The Consequences of RTAs in the Absence of the 
Principle of MFN Treatment and its Solutions................................... 29 
Section1 The Bilateral Opportunism Problem is Strengthened ......................29 















Section3 The Negative Effect of the Bilateral Opportunism in RTAs and its 
Solutions..........................................................................................................35 
Reference ................................................................................................ 40 



















惠国待遇原则（the Principle of Most-Favored-Nation Treatment，MFN）是
世界贸易组织（World Trade Organization，WTO）及其前身关税与贸易总协定
（General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade，GATT）的核心原则之一，它和互惠





Unions, CUs）或自由贸易区(Free Trade Areas, FTAs)可以不遵循 惠国待遇原
则。自 20 世纪 90 年代初以来，全球区域贸易协定一直激增，以区域贸易协定
来促进贸易自由化成为近年来多边贸易体制一个显著特征。据世贸组织统计，
截至 2010 年 2 月，世界贸易组织成员累计向 GATT/WTO 通报的区域贸易协定




































Caplin 和 Krishna、Bagwell 和 Staiger、Schwartz 和 Sykes、Ludema 和 Mayda
等等。其中 Caplin 和 Krishna（1988）[1]从博弈论的角度对 惠国待遇原则进行
分析，指出 惠国待遇原则为谈判中处于弱势的国家提供了可置信的威胁，抑
制了贸易大国的单边行动或采取单边行动的威胁，为弱势国家提供了一种可靠
的保障。Bagwell 和 Staiger（2002）[2]从新政治经济学的角度对 惠国待遇原则
进行分析，指出 惠国待遇原则保证了政治 优关税组合的存在且该政治 优
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